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NIV
Matthew 13:31-50

The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast
31 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its branches.”








33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds[a] of flour until it worked all through the dough.”
















The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.
































The Parable of the Net
47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

	“In essentials, unity; (1 Corinthians 12:12-13)
in non-essentials, liberty; (Romans 14:1)
in all things, charity.” (John 13:34)

Quote:  The Kingdom isn’t grim religious duty, it’s the joy of discovering a treasure worth giving up everything.













Read these additional verses.
Zechariah 4:10,1 Corinthians 1:27–29, Mark 4:26–29 

Where in your life have you dismissed something because it felt “too small” to matter?
Why do you think Jesus intentionally compares the Kingdom to something tiny and unimpressive?
What small act of obedience might God be asking you to plant right now?





Read these additional verses:
Philippians 1:6, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Galatians 5:9

Why does Jesus highlight the hidden nature of the yeast?
How have you seen God working beneath the surface in your life or someone else’s?
What areas of your heart need the quiet, transforming work of the Spirit?

Where am I underestimating God?

Read 2 Corinthians 12:9, Luke 17:6, Psalm 126:5-6

What “mustard seed” has God placed in your life that you’ve ignored or minimized?
What hidden work might God be doing in you right now that you haven’t recognized?
What step of faith, even a small one, is God inviting you to take?












Read these additional verses:
Philippians 3:7–8, Isaiah 55:1–2, John 10:10

What makes the treasure and the pearl so valuable in Jesus’ description?
How does seeing the true worth of Jesus reshape the way we value everything else in life?
Where have you experienced Jesus revealing His worth to you in a fresh or unexpected way?

Read these additional verses:
Philippians 3:7–8, Isaiah 55:1–2, John 10:10

What makes the treasure and the pearl so valuable in Jesus’ description?
How does seeing the true worth of Jesus reshape the way we value everything else in life?
Where have you experienced Jesus revealing His worth to you in a fresh or unexpected way?
Read these additional verses:
Matthew 6:19–21, Psalm 16:11, Colossians 3:1–2

Why do both men respond with joy rather than obligation when they discover the treasure?
What does their joyful surrender teach us about the nature of discipleship?
What “lesser treasures” tend to compete for your heart’s attention?

Read these additional verses:
Romans 12:1–2, Luke 9:23–24, Hebrews 12:2

Why is the act of “selling everything” central to understanding these parables?
How does Jesus redefine what it means to gain or lose in life?
What might it look like for you to make a trade that reflects the surpassing value of Jesus?














Read these additional verses:
Hebrews 9:27, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:12
Why does Jesus emphasize that the net gathers “all kinds” before the separation?
How does knowing that every person will stand before God shape the way you live today?
Where do you see God inviting you to examine your own heart before that final appraisal?

Read these additional verses:
John 3:17–18, Ezekiel 33:11, 2 Peter 3:9
Why is God’s judgment never separated from His desire to save?
How does understanding God’s heart for mercy change the way you read this parable?
What keeps people from responding to God’s invitation before it’s too late?

Read these additional verses:
Matthew 7:21–23, Galatians 6:7–8, Philippians 2:12–13
Why does Jesus warn that not everyone who appears “in the net” truly belongs to Him?
How can we discern whether our faith is genuine and not merely external?
What does it look like to live with both confidence in Christ and seriousness about His call?

Think about this quote from the sermon:  
“But the greatest trade any of us will ever make is this one: trading everything we cannot keep for the One we can never lose.”

What is something you cannot keep and need to trade for something your can never lose?  Here are some suggestions:
1. Trading Control for Trust  
Read Proverbs 3:5–6, Psalm 46:10, Matthew 6:34 
2. Trading Guilt for Forgiveness
Read 1 John 1:9, Psalm 103:12, Romans 8:1 
3. Trading Self‑Reliance for Surrender
Read John 15:5, Galatians 2:20, Philippians 2:13 
4. Trading Temporary Pleasures for Lasting Joy
Hebrews 11:25–26, Psalm 16:11, 1 John 2:17 
5. Trading Earthly Success for Eternal Significance
Read Mark 8:36, Colossians 3:1–2, Matthew 6:19–20 
6. Trading Bitterness for Grace
Read Ephesians 4:31–32, Hebrews 12:15, Matthew 18:21–22 
7. Trading Fear for Faith
Isaiah 41:10, 2 Timothy 1:7, Psalm 56:3 
8. Trading Comfort for Calling
Luke 9:23, Matthew 16:24–25, Isaiah 6:8
9. Trading Our Plans for His Purpose
Read Proverbs 16:9, Jeremiah 29:11, Romans 12:1–2
10. Trading Our Life for His Life
Read 2 Corinthians 5:17, Romans 6:4, John 10:10 





